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Case definitions
The case definitions for confirmed human infections with novel avian influenza A (H7N9) virus were based upon report from Qun Li and et al. (6) virus based on testing of an acute serum specimen (collected 7 days or less after symptom onset) and a convalescent serum specimen collected at least two weeks later.
H7N9 laboratory assays
Laboratory confirmation of H7N9 was same as those reported from Gao RB's report (5) and Qun Li' report (6) . RNA was extracted from specimens with the RNeasy mini kit (Qiagen, Valencia, CA, USA) as per the manufacturer's protocol and tested by real-time RT-PCR with H7N9-specific primers and probes as previously described. 
Normal ranges for all laboratory chemistries and definitions for abnormal values
Normal range of White cells was 4,000-10,000 per cubic millimeter;
Normal range of Hemoglobulin for male was 12 -16 g/dl, for female was 11-15 g/dl;
Normal range of C-reactive protein was less than 10 mg/liter;
Normal range of Procalcitonin was less than 0. 
